Useless Insurance

A policy against
unfruitfulness and
spiritual blindness

Useless Insurance
'Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent
to make certain about His calling and
choosing you; for as long as you practice
these things, you will never stumble.' 2 Pet 1:10
We need useless fruitless insurance
Peter is not addressing his concerns for a
guarantee of salvation to those who have a
faith like his. True believers in Christ will
want to comply with the teaching of God.
Therefore thoroughness is required for putting
on of the life of the Spirit of Christ, and this
also means taking care in putting off the
ﬂeshy ways of the unconverted.

Prevention is better than the cure, safe work
practice is better than being afraid of injury.
Some insurance offered in the world against
disaster is seen ultimately to be worthless
because the insurer won't fulﬁl the promise to
pay up. But when God gives His word we
know He will fulﬁl all His promises. This is
the only insurance policy that has any
recognition in heaven.
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Therefore Peter offers some valued insurance
against spiritual loss. We are familiar with ﬁre
insurance, automobile insurance, and here we
have spiritual insurance against uselessness
and blindness. Peter is offering insurance
against a failure of faith which makes one
blind to the truth and ignorant concerning the
work of God in our salvation.

The context for 'make certain about His
calling and choosing you' is the believers
have already declared to have received a
godly life. (2 Pet 1:3) This godliness is being
threatened by their difﬁcult circumstances,
and we know from Peter’s previous letter that
they have been suffering.
1 Peter 1:6

Now Peter is concerned with providing the
reassurance they need to persevere with their
true knowledge of God who called them out
of darkness into His marvellous light.

The question of their salvation is not the main
issue here, maturity of faith and steadfastness
of spirit is being called into question.

Spiritual maturity depends on being led by the
Spirit, for without the indwelling enabling of
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the Spirit, the one called can only rely on their
own strength and they will certainly stumble.
Without the qualities of the Spirit the only
possibility is uselessness, unfruitfulness, and
poor knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Those who lack the necessary qualities of the
kingdom are blind and short sighted, and have
forgotten they have been puriﬁed from former
sins.
Christians are made to be holy
Peter indicates clearly what it is to be
unfruitful and blind in order to warn against
spiritual idleness. Christians have clear signs
of what it means to live a life worthy of the
calling. 'applying all diligence, in your faith
supply moral excellence, and in your moral
excellence, knowledge, and in your
knowledge, self-control, and in your selfcontrol, perseverance, and in your
perseverance,
godliness, and
in
your
godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your
2 Pet 1:5-7
brotherly kindness, love.'
In the same manner as Peter, Paul also calls
on us to be aware of our calling so we don't
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grow weary and faint from the pressures of
life. "Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord,
implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the
calling with which you have been called, with
all humility and gentleness, with patience,
showing tolerance for one another in love,
being diligent to preserve the unity of the
Eph 4:1-3
Spirit in the bond of peace."
It is clear that the life of the Spirit is listed
here: 'But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace,
patience,
kindness,
goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against
Gal 5:22-23
such things there is no law.'
Therefore, in order for the body of Christ to
be fruitful we Christians need to have the
evidence of our calling in humility,
gentleness, patience, endurance, love, and
peace. It is God “who called us by his own
glory and excellence.” (2 Peter 1:3) He did this
so that we can live in the glory of His
goodness.
A believer’s election is God’s selection of him
to be saved to live a life like Christ's, not to go
on as before. 'For if these qualities are yours
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and are increasing, they render you neither
useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ.'
2 Pet 1:5-8
Peter wrote to people who were saved from
sin and death. They had received a faith of the
same kind as his. They had received
everything pertaining to life and godliness, for
they were partakers of the divine nature.
(2 Pet 1:1-4) But they were still vulnerable to
the evil inﬂuence of the world which hobbles
the weak; rendering them unable to walk as
Jesus walked.

If the qualities indicating real spiritual life are
absent, then blindness and uselessness
remains after conversion, and there is no
comfort or heavenly assurance in a hostile and
corrupt world. The church needs everyone
walking to the beat of the Spirit's life. Every
weak link limits the body in its heavenly
function. Weak links can readily be identiﬁed
by a lack of love and unforgiveness coming
from a lack of the true knowledge of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Weak links are unfruitful and
unable to produce the fruit of the Spirit which
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means they are unable to be true to their
calling.

Blindness and unfruitfulness can lead to
serious failure; Just as the Lord declared to the
Church in Pergamum. "To the angel of the
church in Pergamum write: ......also have
some who in the same way hold the teaching
of the Nicolaitans." (Rev 2:12-17) The teaching
of the Nicolaitans misused the truth of God's
grace and replaced it with liberty and a license
to please oneself. This kind of blindness to the
truth of Christ means we are in danger of
swallowing anything.
We are called to work out our holiness
If I am blind to what God has done I may
consider myself to still be a sinner, and I will
have an awful time trying to live up to
something I don't believe is true of a saint. I
need useless insurance.

We have to understand that being called to be
a saint does not mean we will be without sin,
for we will still fail to live up to our calling
sometimes, but we will not and cannot be
sinners. Sinners have a mind set for self
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exaltation, but saint live to exalt God because
they have been born again by God with the
Christ life, we are new creations in Christ.

True knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ goes
beyond 2 Peter 1:5-7 to include all of that which
God has done for us as the Disciples of Christ;
Verses 5-7 of 2 Peter speaks of the quality of
life in relation to what is pertaining to spiritual
life and godliness as indicated in verse 3. 'His
divine power has granted to us everything
pertaining to life and godliness, through the
true knowledge of Him who called us by His
2 Peter 1:3
own glory and excellence.'
However these spiritual qualities are ours to
be lived out in the context of a sinful world
which is intent on persecuting the saints.

Consequently we are in the world of darkness
but not of the world because we walk in the
light of God. We are not of the world because
our lives are hid with Christ in God. We have
been delivered from living according to the
darkness of the world to live for the glory of
God. We are required to live according to our
calling.
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All this work of God means our home is now
in heaven. Since we belong to Christ, our ﬁrst
thought is the Father and the Son by the Spirit
of God. We therefore seek ﬁrst the kingdom
of God. We now seek things above where
Christ is seated on His throne.

Because we are now spiritual children of God,
we are aliens and strangers in the world. As
the holy children of God we have laid aside
life in the ﬂesh to walk according to the Spirit
of God. We have been separated from the
things of the world so our desire is now for
the things of the Spirit. We now live for the
eternal life of God having forsaken the ﬂeshly
life of worldly men.
We can rejoice in suffering because we know
our earthly bodies are passing away to be
replaced with a heavenly body. We are now
the temple of God because the Spirit of God
lives in us.

Since we are now heaven bound, loss of
earthly things no longer worries us. Since we
are approved by God, the acceptance or
rejection of men is of no matter. We look on
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the world and the life of man who live in
darkness with the compassionate mind of
Christ. Our view of the world is now from
God's perspective. Since we have died to the
world and the world to us we no longer live
according to its rules and desires.
Col 2:20

We are in Christ with the light of God, so we
are to bring the light of the knowledge of God
into the world which is lost in darkness.
Because we have given ourselves over to be
like Christ, we are His disciples who are to
make other disciples who will follow Christ.
Our time on earth is for our training in
righteousness and the salvation of the world.
While we remain, we have the same humble
attitude Christ had when He walked amongst
men. While we remain on earth we are to see
ourselves as not part of the world but one with
Christ in God.

Our view of the chaos of the world must be
seen from the point of view of divine
sovereignty of God who has all things in His
hand. All rejection, hardship, and afﬂiction
can now be faced by us in the same way our
Lord Jesus Christ faced perseverance; because
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His enabling Spirit of power is our ever
present refuge and strength.

We can now face death in the same way as the
Lord of all mercy and kindness. No longer
should we be concerned with the comforts and
pleasures of the world, since we have forsaken
all for the work and the glory of God. While
Satan rages on earth we can be assured that
God will ﬁnish the good work He has begun
in us. We have assurance we have a crown of
righteousness if we persevere until the end.
Success is assured for those who have their
minds ﬁxed on God because of His
magniﬁcent excellence and eternal glory.
Our salvation experience means that while we
are in the body of ﬂesh, we have an out of
body experience in the life of Christ. We are
now to see our lives from the perspective of
His throne in heaven.

Now we live for the kingdom to come in its
fullness, not for the world which is passing
away. Our whole purpose is to see as many
saved from the world of darkness as possible
before the Lord comes in judgement.
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The best way to achieve the purpose of God to
see many brethren in Christ is to promote the
life of the disciple in all who believe and obey
so that all believers are equipped to do the
will of God by making more disciples.
Evidence of "these things" is the beginning of
the Christ life.

Our heavenly Father wants us to have
assurance of our salvation and the best way to
do that is to be pursuing godly virtues He has
provided by actively growing in the Christian
life. Second Peter 1:5–7 lists godly qualities that
believers should understand are the banner of
their faith; goodness, knowledge, self-control,
perseverance, godliness, mutual affection, and
love.

Those spiritual qualities are the “these things”
which protect against stumbling; (verse 10) and
we are urged to “make your calling and
election sure.” In doing “these things,” we are
promised an abundant welcome into the
kingdom of God. 'In this way the entrance
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ will be abundantly
2 Pet 1:11
supplied to you.'
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To be certain of what God has done requires
we apply continual effort in using what has
been given for our beneﬁt . 'Be all the more
diligent to make certain about His calling and
choosing you.'
2 Pet 1:10
There is a need for diligence; Peter is
concerned there are some who may be lagging
behind and have never really progressed in
their faith to actually put on Christ.

A failure to live out what God has worked in
the lives of the believer means they are of no
real spiritual value in the work of God. A
failure to apprehend the life of the Spirit
results in uselessness concerning the things of
God. 'Whoever does not have them is
nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they
have been cleansed from their past sins.'
2 Peter 1:9

Diligence is needed because salvation isn't
automatic sanctiﬁcation; getting saved doesn't
mean automatic transformation into the life of
Christ. 'purification from his former sins'
doesn't automatically lead to spiritual growth.
In order to produce fruitfulness in our spiritual
life we must add to our faith. These spiritual
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qualities begin with diligence, and diligence
requires careful and persistent work and
effort.

Believing faith doesn't automatically mean
mature faith. Maturity requires growth and
growth requires enough effort to stand up to
the trials of life while being educated by the
true knowledge of God's morality, self
control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly
kindness, and uncompromising love.
The lack of these qualities indicates real
spiritual blindness where self-centredness has
been allowed to remain so that we forget the
grace of God once received for the
forgiveness of sins.

"These things" are an integral part of the life
of Christ, so it naturally follows that the
required qualities will be evident when the
effort is made to put on Christ.

However the putting on of the ways of the
Spirit can only happen when there is a
corresponding putting away of the habits of
the ﬂesh.
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If there is no awareness of the vigour needed
to rid oneself of the sinful ways of men, there
cannot be the inﬁlling of the Spirit that comes
from the emptying of the ﬂesh. The fewer the
weeds in the garden, the more productive the
labour will prove to be. The plucking out of
the useless fruit needs to happen before the
new crop of righteousness can have room to
grow.
The fruit of the Spirit has to replace the fruit
of the ﬂesh. We cannot become the godly
people of God just by adding goodness to
badness. If we are not aware of the ﬂesh that
remains to hinder the growth of the life of
Christ in us, we haven't seen the glory of
Christ well enough to know the difference.
Therefore we must look harder at Christ. It is
then we will be aware unkindness can only be
replaced with kindness when the inclination to
be unkind is put to death.

When Peter calls on his church to be true to
their calling to be holy according to the divine
nature they have received, he is also insisting
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they cease to live as if God hadn't given them
new life in the image of Christ.
No effort no maturity
We might be planted in the vineyard of God,
but we are responsible for the cultivation of
fruit because holiness doesn't happen by
osmosis, as if fruit is produced by breathing
the air of heaven. The Vine doesn't produce
fruit without some pruning and weeding.

The unattended garden will prove to be
useless and fruitless; and those who live there
will go around as a blind man, stumbling over
their neglect wherever they go. Neglect
reveals we have forgotten whose garden in
which we have been planted. Neglect
disregards the sacriﬁce of our heavenly Father
who Himself has suffered loss in providing
for a place in which we can ﬂourish and have
abundant life.

God is the Vine Dresser in charge of the
pruning, and He gives us instructions as to
where we are to make the cut to improve
growth. (Put to death therefore what is earthly
in you. Col 3:5) The Farmer may own the farm,
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but He doesn't dig the furrows, He instructs
His workers where to dig and how deep they
should dig.
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of our
sanctiﬁcation, but we are His instruments of
sanctiﬁcation, both in reducing worldliness
and the beneﬁciaries of the God given
transformation. The Spirit shows where to
make the cut and we do the cutting for our
own good. 'If by the Spirit you are putting to
death the deeds of the body, you will live.'
Rom 8:13

Jesus Christ is the only way to God, but He
doesn't make us walk, He calls us to walk as
He walked. The obedience to follow His
example is ours to undertake in gratitude for
the life He gives us in the kingdom of God.
When we are obedient to His leading we will
be neither useless nor blind.

Failure to follow His example means we are
still living as the blind while thinking we have
sight. The only insurance policy we have
against useless fruitless stumbling is to make
the necessary effort to put on Christ, which
Peter presents as the qualities of godliness,
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and can be recognised as the fruitful life of the
Spirit of God.

If “these things” are evident, then the believer
is not blind and also knows what has been
needed in order to gain unrestricted access to
the kingdom of God. God's preventative
insurance policy has to become our assurance
of all the promises of God.
The church of Christ is not a place for navel
gazing; it is for the equipping of the saints for
holiness and acceptable service to God.

Sometimes the training in righteousness is
painful, similar to having a tooth pulled out,
but once the rotten root is removed, the
beneﬁt is obvious.

Considering the fact that many people are
unaware of the need for drastic pruning, some
must be getting around with a mouth full of
decaying teeth. It would appear that for some
that a month full of decaying teeth is preferred
to the painful work of Godly extraction, so we
must be reminded that where there is no pain
there is no gain. Uprooting has to take place
before the cultivation of a fruitful crop. Tooth
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extraction is a painful process of dying, one
rotten root at a time. This is equivalent to
denying ourselves daily and taking up our
cross to follow the example of Christ.
If we haven't felt the pain of being
transformed in godliness, we haven't begun
the process of putting to death that which is
earthly in us. Cruising along without
deliberate diligence in putting on Christ is a
life of snoozing concerning the will of God.
Our heavenly father doesn't require all our
rotten teeth are extracted at once; one at a
time will sufﬁce. But the process must be
completed if we are to be holy.

So if “these things” are increasing, the other
things of the life in the ﬂesh must be
decreasing, then the insurance policy has been
of great value. 'These things" are the necessary
evidence that our trust in God's promise is
genuine, and a conﬁrmation of our calling and
election.

The uniﬁed life together as the body of Christ
is what our Lord has made possible for those
who have a faith like Peter's.
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This is the life explained in the ﬁrst four
verses of Peter's second letter. 'To those who
have received a faith of the same kind as ours,
by the righteousness of our God and Saviour,
Jesus Christ: Grace and peace be multiplied
to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus
our Lord; seeing that His divine power has
granted to us everything pertaining to life and
godliness, through the true knowledge of Him
who called us by His own glory and
excellence. For by these He has granted to us
His precious and magnificent promises, so
that by them you may become partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world by lust.'
2 Pet 1:1-4
The natural out working of that life in the one
body of Christ is seen in some part in “these
things.”
These qualities are the indication of the Spirit
of God living in the one who now lives for
God. Growth in these things indicates the
leading of the Spirit as He works to transform
the believer into the image of Christ.
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Absence of these things indicates that the
Spirit of God is no longer the leading
principle for life as the power of one has
returned to promote its own agenda and glory.

We must always remember that it is the one
who perseveres to the end who will be saved.
Believing without transformation is fruitless
stumbling. ‘Therefore let us fear if, while a
promise remains of entering His rest, any one
of you may seem to have come short of it.’
Heb 4:1

The continual work of improvement in
godliness means entry into heaven will not be
denied. ‘For in this way the entrance into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to
you.’
Do we have the assurance of holiness
Disappointment would be true for those who
are not diligent and remain useless concerning
the kingdom of God. Their way to heaven
may not be supplied as this stumble may even
lead to fall from grace. Those who lack "these
things" lack the assurance of the Spirit's
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presence in times of trouble. They have
forgotten the work that Jesus has done for
their beneﬁt so they can have life and peace.
Those who are unfruitful and useless
concerning the work of God cannot be
comforted when the tribulations of life visit,
as they inevitably will.

Those who have forgotten their puriﬁcation
will lack assurance of salvation so they live as
before; 'having forgotten his purification from
his former sins.'
2 Pet 1:9
Having forgotten they are now prone to
stumble since they have left their ﬁrst love
and have returned to self reliance.
'Therefore, I will always be ready to remind
you of these things, even though you already
know them, and have been established in the
truth which is present with you. I consider it
right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling,
to stir you up by way of reminder.' 2 Pet 1:12-13
Hear the call of God. ‘Let us draw near with a
sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure
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water. Let us hold fast the confession of our
hope without wavering, for He who promised
is faithful; and let us consider how to
stimulate one another to love and good deeds.
Heb 10:22-24

Growth in these things is only possible when
we are being led by the Spirit as we learn to
walk as Jesus walked. Growth in these things
is a sure sign we are living the life of holiness
we are called to in Christ.

Peter's words should challenge us to some self
reﬂection, are there qualities of the Spirit
growing in our lives? Or have we become
useless, blind and unfruitful concerning the
kingdom of God?

Is our way into the kingdom of God being
enhanced or hindered? Are we encourage by
Peter's words or confronted about spiritual
laziness?
Whatever the case, the insurance for safe
passage into the kingdom is clear and open to
all who love the Lord and are thankful for His
work to provide for our puriﬁcation that
results in a spiritual life of godliness.
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