“The Glory Which You Gave Me,
I Have Given Them”
“And the glory which You gave Me, I have
given them, that they may be one just as we
are one.”
John 17:22
What is this glory the Lord Jesus is talking
about, and how does He intend His glory to
affect us?

Although Jesus already owned the glory, John
could say in Jn. 1:14, “the Word became flesh
and dwelt among, and we beheld His glory,”
His glory was not yet fully manifested and
experienced on earth as it is now in heaven,
although a glimpse of that glory was given us
on the Mt. of Transﬁguration.

Jesus embodied God's glory, and has revealed
God's almighty character and person to His
followers whom God had given to Him. This
was in order that they may know God and His
Son intimately in order to experience the love
the Father has for the Son, and that they can
be secure in the presence of His glory.
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As a result of the work of Jesus Christ, His
glory is available to us so we can proclaim
Him as we reveal our combined eternal unity
with Father and the Son.

The glory Jesus gives is ours now, but also not
yet seen in its fullness. (Rom 5:2 John 17:24)
This glory is the glory of being partakers with
Him in a commonly united spiritual life by
means of the Holy Spirit who is given to
1 Pet 4:14 1 Pet 5:4
dwell within us.

“The glory which You have given Me I have
given to them, that they may be one, just as
We are one; I in them and You in Me, that
they may be perfected in unity, so that the
world may know that You sent Me, and loved
them, even as You have loved Me."
John 17:22-23

The glory of God often refers to the
manifestation of His presence; and this can be
seen in the illumination of His transcendent
light as on Mount Sinai, or in a lesser way in
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the transﬁguration of Christ in the presence of
the disciples.

This glorious light is sometimes referred to as
His Shekinah glory. The glory of God may
also be understood as the honour which is due
to God Almighty as the Creator of all things.

The unity of the Father and Son's glorious
honour is now available to those who follow
Christ; for He bestows on all true disciples the
honour of the presence of God. 'Christ in you,
the hope of glory.'
Col 1:27

As Christ is in the Father by the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit, we are in Christ through the
powerful working of the same Spirit, so we
are in the Father and the Son, and the glory of
the Father and Son is in us by the same Spirit.

This unity in the Spirit of glory is a spiritual
bond which makes us truly one. 'And we all,
with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same
image from one degree of glory to another.'
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2 Cor 3:18

In Jesus’ upper room talk we see this uniting
agent given by God is the Holy Spirit. "I will
ask the Father, and He will give you another
Helper, that He may be with you forever; that
is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it does not see Him or know
Him, but you know Him because He abides
John 14:16-17
with you and will be in you."
Jesus' purpose for giving His glory
The glory is given that we might be one with
God and each other as we bring glory to God.
"I in them and You in Me, that they may be
perfected in unity, so that the world may know
that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You
have loved Me. Father, I desire that they also,
whom You have given Me, be with Me where I
am, so that they may see My glory which You
have given Me, for You loved Me before the
John 17:23-24
foundation of the world."
The glory given as the Spirit of Christ in us
amounts to God in us. He is speaking of that
4

which binds God to man and man to God, and
man to man in heavenly spiritual union.

That Spirit of glory Jesus has given makes us
one with Him and each other. (1 Pet 4:14) We
have all been made partakers of that same
Holy Spirit of glory. This same Spirit of glory
was visibly bestowed upon Christ in his
human nature. What more, the unity of Father,
Son, and Spirit is guaranteed to those who
love and obey the Son. "If anyone loves Me,
he will keep My word; and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and make
John 14:23
Our abode with him."

The Spirit of glory cannot come to dwell in us
if we are not of the same nature as He through
obedience and rebirth. His presence in us
means we partake of the same glory Jesus has
been given.
While God gives the Spirit without measure
(John. 3:34-45) we must remember that the Lord
Jesus was God-man; therefore He was not
impeded with the fallen nature of a man of
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ﬂesh. While we are mankind born of sinful
ﬂesh, and although we have been born again
by God, we still have to deal with the ﬂesh
that remains in our thinking by the renewing
of our minds if we intend to grow in glory.

So the manifestation of the Spirit and the gift
of His glory and the expression of His power
are not as complete in us yet, as it is in the
Lord Jesus.

This glory is given to us by Christ. So all true
Christians who have taken up their cross to
follow Jesus are partakers of this same glory.
As Peter says in 2 Peter 1:3-4, we have been
made partakers of the divine nature. And the
Spirit of glory rests upon us and dwells within
us. And again in John's ﬁrst letter, “By this we
know that we abide in Him, and He in us,
because He has given us of His Spirit.”
1 Jn. 4:13

Usually people who are given special honour
have achieved great things; but this is not the
case for the followers of Jesus. We have come
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with nothing exceptional; indeed we have
only come with our dirty rags; we have come
because we hate the world enough to lay
down our lives for His sake.
John 12:25
Praise God, that in denying ourselves and
turning our back on the world, we ﬁnd a new
life in Him in which He shares His glory with
us. The glory given to us is really a sign of the
gift of God's grace which is unlimited in
binding us to His life.
His glory overcomes in us
The Lord shares His glory with His disciples
who will overcome the world, and press on to
persevere with holiness until His coming.
Then they will realise the fullness of His glory
and receive a crown as they are called to sit
with Him on His Throne. For His glory means
all who are His may be one life with Him in
His kingdom.

This is the glory of God's Spirit which
honours all the disciples of Jesus Christ. This
work of God's glory is not only to be in the
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individual Christian, as the temple of God, but
more importantly, abides in the entire one true
body of the Lord Jesus Christ; His church
birthed in His glory.
1 Cor 3:16
Having His glory means we are to be a
submitted people of God who live and operate
in this worldly darkness as strangers and
aliens, (1 Pet 2:11) always living under the
governing inﬂuence and supernatural powers
of the Holy Spirit.

There can be no true spiritual oneness with the
Father and the Son, and each another, apart
from being made a partaker of this glory by
the Spirit who is the cement of holy unity.
Therefore, if the Spirit indwells us, His
quality of life will be evident in us. Since we
are in the one uniﬁed Church of Jesus Christ,
the life of the Spirit will be seen in the Church
Gal 5:22-23
to the glory of God.

Consequently the Church is indwelled and
empowered by the Holy Spirit to act as one
life in Christ. The same Holy Spirit, who was
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poured out upon and within Christ, is also
given to the church and to every legitimate
member of Christ’s mystical body, so that all
are one life of glory in Him.
John 17:21
His is the Spirit's enabling power
It is the Holy Spirit whom gives evidence of
the presence of God. In the lives of believers
He makes Himself known, for He bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of
Rom 8:16
God.

The presence of His glory means we don't
have to make our own way to heaven, or have
our own plans to serve God.

The Holy Spirit also gives us everything we
need to serve Jesus the way He intends for
each of us as individuals. For the Spirit
teaches, leads, guides and enables each one in
the way He decides, and in the place of His
1 Cor 12:4-11, 18
choosing.

The Holy Spirit puriﬁes the Christian by cleansing
us from sin to make us more holy in our character,
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conversation and conduct. His glory means we

have been made partakers with Him of His
Heb 12:10 2 Cor. 3:18
holiness.

The gifting of the Holy Spirit also means a totally
new existence in Christ as a member of His body
the Church.
2 Cor 12:12-13

His glory means true spiritual knowledge
'Now we have received, not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that
we may know the things freely given to us by
God, which things we also speak, not in words
taught by human wisdom, but in those taught
by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts
1 Cor 2:12-13
with spiritual words.'
'Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our
Lord; seeing that His divine power has
granted to us everything pertaining to life and
godliness, through the true knowledge of Him
who called us by His own glory and
2 Pet 1:2-3
excellence. .'
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Many claim to know God, many in the
Church debate about the truth of God's word,
and have a particular preference for the one
idea or another. But there can only be one
word and one truth. His truth binds believers
together in unity, so whatever we claim to be
true, but has been taken out of the context of
the whole truth; will in the end cause division
in the body of Christ.

Therefore, we see that sometimes minor
issues are allowed to take the place of Jesus
Christ's salvation work in transferring us out
of the darkness of the world and into His
kingdom. But as those who are born again in
the image and likeness of God to grow up into
His fullness; this should not happen, for we all
have one Spirit of glory. For the Spirit
inspired the word of God and reveals it's truth
in those who will obey Him.
True knowledge comes only by the Spirit of
God as revealed in the whole word of God;
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anything else is false knowledge and will
divide the Church.
His glory means we are renewed according
to the image of God
'For by these He has granted to us His
precious and magnificent promises, so that by
them you may become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is
in the world by lust.'
2 Pet 1:4
Just as we have been like Adam and subject to
sin and death, we will also be like Christ,
puriﬁed, never to be cursed by death again.
God's purpose in creating man in His image
was that we should be like Him as seen in the
person of Jesus Christ, who is the exact image
of God for His glory.
2 Cor 4:4 Col 1:15

Jesus represents human life born in glory as
God intended us to be in the beginning. His
work is to restore that which was lost by the
disobedience of Adam. This restoration
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includes His glory, from one degree to
another.
2 Cor 3:18
'Just as we have borne the image of the man
of dust, we shall also bear the image of the
Man of heaven.' (1 Cor 15:49) ‘For you are all
sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For
all of you who were baptised into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ.’ (Gal 3:26-27)
'For you have died and your life is hidden
with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our
life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed
with Him in glory.'
Col 3:3-4
His glory means we share in His suffering
Being renewed in Christ is to be united with
Christ in His glory. And unity with Christ's
life also means sharing in His suffering as we
are conformed to His image. 'The Spirit
Himself testifies with our spirit that we are
children of God, and if children, heirs also,
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also
be glorified with Him.' ‘For those whom God
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foreknew, He also predestined to become
conformed to the image of His Son, so that He
would be the firstborn among many brethren.’
Rom 8:16-17, 29

His glory means we will abide in His love
Everyone wants to be loved, but the natural
human condition is separated from God, and
plagued by the desire to be loved
unconditionally by people who are unable to
love unconditionally like God. Instead of
relying on God, people suffer as a result of
misguided expectations. Ultimately, mankind
without the glory of Christ is tied to self
interest and self preservation: so the promise
of unending love for another is almost always
broken due to a greater desire to please the
self.
His glory means every believer who has taken
up their cross to follow the Lord Jesus is now
able to love as God intended. Jesus therefore
commands us to love others as we have been
loved by Him. The command is given because
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we need to live up to His life of love so the
world will know we are His disciples.

However, the unconditional love Jesus calls
us to give requires self denial. The Lord
Himself demonstrated for our example that
there is no greater love than to lay down our
life for others.
John 15:13

And since we sometimes fail to obey His
command to love unconditionally; we must be
aware that our Christian brothers or sisters,
husbands or wives, may also not always be
willing to remain faithful in continuing to
seek our highest good in loving us as God
does; so we need to forgive and remain in His
love for our own sake as well as the sake of
others.
Matt 6:14-15

As a result of the glory of Christ in us, our
forgiveness, patience, and kindness will make
all the difference. It is only as we abide or
remain in His love through loving obedience,
that His love can remain in us, so that our love
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will be centred on Him and not on ourselves;
then we can love others as He loves us.

When we are hurt and react negatively to the
unloving behaviour of others, our reactions
are also self centred, and our behaviour is
unloving because we are failing to be patient
and kind, we fail to follow His example, and
we fail to remember we are reborn according
to His image and now share in His glory.
His glory means we share in His mission

We don't receive His glory to make us feel
better, or to make us feel privileged; or to be
given praise by men, we receive His glory so
that the Father may be gloriﬁed in the Son.

Our position in His glory is not for personal
gratiﬁcation, although there is that too, but it
is for the beneﬁt of others who will give glory
to God.
"The glory which You have given Me I have
given to them." "So that the world may know
that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You
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have loved Me." (John 17:21, 23) 'For we are
His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand
Eph 2:10
so that we would walk in them.'
"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in
Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and
greater works than these he will do; because I
John 14:12
go to the Father."
The greater works the Lord spoke of are not
greater or more miraculous in appearance, but
greater in the sense that they are achieved
while He is in heaven and we are in the world
under the governance of the Holy Spirit.

It is greater as these works will see many
souls enter the kingdom of God compared to
the number in the days of our Lord on earth.
His glory is intended to bear fruit in the lives
of those who take up their cross to follow Him
as they remain immersed in His life. He has
made us one with Him so we can be fruitful in
our work for God.
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"Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in
the vine, so neither can you unless you abide
in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches; he
who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much
fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.
If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown
away as a branch and dries up; and they
gather them, and cast them into the fire and
they are burned. If you abide in Me, and My
words abide in you, ask whatever you wish,
John 15:4-7
and it will be done for you."
Fruit bearing is not left up to the individual to
decide whether they will do the work of God.
Fruit bearing is dependent on obedience to the
Son of God. Fruit bearing is the consequence
of the divine appointment for all those He has
called and chosen to do good works. "You did
not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed
you that you would go and bear fruit, and that
your fruit would remain, so that whatever you
ask of the Father in My name He may give to
John 15:16
you."
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With this in mind, the followers of Jesus are
sent into the world to proclaim the
Excellencies of Him who delivers men out of
the darkness and into the Kingdom of God's
Son.
Acts 26:17-18

We are intended to follow His example so that
others may believe in Him and ﬁnd a new life
and give glory to God. "As You sent Me into
the world, I also have sent them into the
world. For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that
they themselves also may be sanctified in
truth. “I do not ask on behalf of these alone,
but for those also who believe in Me through
their word; that they may all be one; even as
You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they
also may be in Us, so that the world may
believe that You sent Me.
John 17:18-21
It must be made clear; doing the works of God
is not to be considered an option only made
available to the ones who desire to do more
for Christ. All are to do all things to the glory
of God.
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Therefore discipleship is part and parcel of
receiving His glory. "Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that
I commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.”
Matt 28:19-20

Best of all, this glory means we have
fellowship with the Father and Son, and
each other
Glory is given for our unity, and unity means
fellowship, "As You, Father, are in Me and I
in You, that they also may be in Us, that they
may be one, just as We are one; I in them and
You in Me, that they may be perfected in
John 17:21-23
unity"
We cannot claim to belong to Christ and
refuse to work for this unity in fellowship
with other believers according to His glory.
Fellowship is the act of opening our heart for
the good of others.
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Fellowship is seen in the Lord's words spoken
of the Father as "Abba", daddy. Being in
fellowship with Christ is the process of
remaining in Christ's love together, by doing
all we can for the good of others and the glory
of God.

Fellowship is only possible in heart to heart
openness where nothing is withheld or hidden.
Fellowship means real, true knowledge of the
other.

Christian unity cannot be separated from
transparent loving fellowship with God and
each other according to His glory, unless we
disobey God.

Therefore Jesus prayed to the Father, "They
are not of the world, even as I am not of the
world. Sanctify them in the truth; Your word
is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also
have sent them into the world. For their sakes
I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also
John 17:16-19
may be sanctified in truth."
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“The glory which You gave Me, I have given
them.” "So that the world may know that You
sent Me, and loved them, even as You have
loved Me."
John 17:23
The Lord Jesus shares with us:
We share the glory of His fellowship.
We share the glory of His work for God.
We share the glory of His witness to God.
We share the glory of His word as God.
We share the glory of His life as God.
We share the glory of the Spirit of God.
We share the glory of His unity in God.
We share the glory of His suffering for God.
We share the glory of His death for the world.
We share the glory of His love with God.
Praise the Lord
"The Lord Jesus Christ will transform the
body of our humble state into conformity with
the body of His glory, by the exertion of the
power that He has even to subject all things to
Phil 3:20-21
Himself.’
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