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“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat
falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but
if it dies, it bears much fruit.” John 12:24

“You did not choose Me but I chose you, and
appointed you that you would go and bear
fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that
whatever you ask of the Father in My name
He may give to you.”
John 15:16
“He who is not with Me is against Me; and he
who does not gather with Me, scatters.”
Luke 11:23

If you Follow Me then make disciples
The greatest opportunity to do great things for
God is to follow Jesus and do what He has
commanded us to do. The greatest satisfaction we
can experience is to be chosen by Him to be on
His team so that He can coach us to realise His
potential in us. If we have come to Jesus and taken
His yoke upon ourselves, we are His disciples and
we are called to make more disciples.
This is the command of the Lord, it is not
optional. Following Jesus means doing what He
does because we have repented from doing our
own thing to serve Him only.
When the Lord Jesus began His ministry on earth,
the first thing He said was “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Matt 4:17

So we Repent
To live in God’s kingdom we need to turn away
from our self rule, so we need to die to our self in
order to live for Him. This is the meaning of
repentance. Without repentance there is no access
to the Kingdom of God.

“If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny
himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.”
Matt 16:24
Those who are willing to repent will trust and
obey, for there is no other way to walk with God
but to trust and obey. This is the truth of God,
since heaven is where God rules in our hearts.

The Kingdom of Heaven
We need to understand that the Kingdom of God
and the Kingdom of Heaven are telling us that
God Rules. So Heaven can only be known by
those who are willing to live in obedience to God.
For the Kingdom of God to be made alive in us,
all human self-determination must end. ‘Every
knee will bow, of those who are in heaven, and on
earth, and under the earth, and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.’
Phil 2:10-11
And if God is now going to live with us, He
should rule in our hearts and be the only ruler of
our lives. If not, we may think we can we have
just enough of God to live with Him when we die.
But we cannot be immature about this, if He does
not rule in us, He is not God to us.

We must remember that being in His Kingdom
means not only to know Him personally but His
kingdom is where He rules. If He is not King of
all, He is not King at all. So if the Kingdom of
Heaven is where God lives and rules, God has
called all believers to live under His Kingdom
Reign.

Follow Me
The second thing Jesus said was “Follow Me, and
I will make you fishers of men.” Matt 4:19
When Jesus gave these fishermen the command to
follow Him they knew this meant they were to
forsake all other things in their lives, including
their own ideas about life, their jobs, and their
homes, so that they could walk with Jesus and
learn from their Master in order that they would
become just like Him.
Therefore the command to follow was also a
command to die to self dependence in order to
depend on God for all they needed for they were
to walk wherever Jesus walked. Nothing in our
lives can be allowed to come before following
Him by doing all He has commanded us.
To follow Him, we stop doing what preoccupied
us in the past in order to do as He does. We stop

following our own ideas about life in order to live
His plan about how to live with God.

I will make you
In order for Jesus to remake us, we have to die to
our old self first; we have to surrender all to
follow Him into a new life. We do not start our
discipleship by resorting to our abilities by making
ourselves into His image. It is the Lord’s work of
creating a new man or a new woman in His
likeness when we surrender all to Him. So it has to
be by His doing and by His power, otherwise we
will end up like graves full of dead men’s bones.

Fishers of men
In becoming like Him we will be able to fish for
men. As fishers of men we are to cast the net of
the Kingdom of God so that men may be saved
from eternal separation from God. However, when
the Kingdom net is cast into the world, not all that
is caught in the net will be chosen of God. “Many
are called but few are chosen” because many will
not pay the cost of the cross in order to live.
Jesus teaches about this. “Again, the kingdom of
heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and
gathering fish of every kind; and when it was

filled, they drew it up on the beach; and they sat
down and gathered the good fish into containers,
but the bad they threw away. So it will be at the
end of the age; the angels will come forth and take
out the wicked from among the righteous, and will
throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Matt 13:47-50
Fishing for men was a way of saying that we are
going out into the world with the gospel of the
Kingdom of God, casting it everywhere so that
even more people may repent and obey Him and
become His disciples.

Go and make disciples of all nations
At the end of the Lord’s ministry on earth, the last
thing He spoke to His disciples was, “All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.”
Matt 28:18-20
Jesus doesn’t want anyone to miss out on being
able to walk with Him. So He sends us to all the

people of the world, to those who speak every
language under heaven.
In order to make disciples we testify both of the
love and the judgement of our Father who sent His
Son into the world that all men may receive
eternal life through believing and obeying His
Son.
But in order to be able to live in the presence of
God, our sin must be dealt with. And God has
made it possible for our sins to be forgiven by
paying the price required through the sacrifice of
His only beloved Son on the cross, so the
repentant can be washed clean in His blood. (1John
1:7) As a result of His sacrifice, escape from sin
and darkness (John 8:12) is available to all those
who believe in Jesus and surrender their lives to
obey all His commandments. John 3:36
In other words, these who are saved are the ones
who have laid down their life in the flesh and
taken up their cross to follow Jesus so they are
born again in their spirits in order to live every
aspect of their lives as spiritual children of God.
Jesus Christ offers us Life in the Kingdom of God
if we take up our cross to follow Him.

Baptising disciples
Baptising new disciples in the name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit carries the meaning of
immersing new disciples into God’s Kingdom rule
and therefore into the life of our eternal Trinitarian
God.
Since baptism means being fully immersed with
nothing left out, this baptism symbolises a
complete change, for it shows our death with
Christ to the former life in the flesh as we go
down into the water so we can be raised up into
newness of life according to the Spirit.
‘Therefore we have been buried with Him through
baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised
from the dead through the glory of the Father, so
we too might walk in newness of life. For if we
have become united with Him in the likeness of
His death, certainly we shall also be in the
likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our
old self was crucified with Him, in order that our
body of sin might be done away with, so that we
would no longer be slaves to sin.’
Rom 6:4-6

Teaching disciples to obey
Teaching disciples to observe all that Jesus
commanded is not the same as teaching just what
He said. Having knowledge of what Jesus taught
is of no value to the disciple unless it is put into
practice through obedience. And Jesus knows that
only those who love Him will obey Him. He said,
“He who has My commandments and keeps them
is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will
be loved by My Father, and I will love him and
will disclose Myself to him.”
John 14:21
And since we are the disciples of Jesus, we will
teach as He taught. When Jesus taught He
contrasted the principles and values of life in the
world against those of life according to the
Kingdom of God. He compared life lived
according to the flesh and the knowledge of sinful
men, with that of life according to the will of God.
Jesus didn’t ask us to seek knowledge for the sake
of knowledge as the Pharisees did, He taught us so
that He could impact our lives with the presence
of the Kingdom of God. This is the teaching He
has commanded us to teach those who become His
disciples to obey. We must never forget that
information or knowledge about God is never a
substitute for loving obedient intimacy with God.

Happy fishing
Learning from Jesus Christ is meant to improve
our intimacy in loving obedience to the one we
love the most before all else. As a result our
obedience will change us and make sure we
become disciple makers in the likeness of Jesus.
For His desire is for us to be like Him.
Our Lord wants us to teach what He taught so
other disciples can obey Him in order that He will
come with the Father to abide in them by the
Spirit.
When we become disciples, Jesus makes us
fishers of men, so in teaching all He has
commanded, we do so in the knowledge that Jesus
continues to teach His disciples today. So He calls
all those who would believe in Him to come out of
the world to live for God by following the
example of His life as His disciples.
He has made it possible for us to walk the narrow
path to glory with God as His disciples. He wants
us to walk as He walked by obeying all He has
commanded in making other disciples who follow
Him.
Abide in Jesus and be fruitful in His Kingdom.

