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God’s image inGod’s image inGod’s image inGod’s image in the Christianthe Christianthe Christianthe Christian 
What should the Christian be like? 

Who is the Christian who is made in God’s 

image?   

The greatest struggle for many Christians since the 

time of Paul is with an identity crisis. Often 

believers see themselves as just forgiven sinners 

who are naturally attracted to the ways of the 

world. Or they want to believe they have already 

arrived at holiness, with nothing more to do.  

It is commonly thought that when we become 

Christians we experience some change in positive 

behaviour but we will still continue to live much 

as we did before we were 'saved'.  We may even 

have been told we are a new creation, that we have 

received the Holy Spirit, and that we no longer 

live because Christ now lives in us instead.  

But our behaviour reveals these new ideas are 

only of value to us as some encouragement or 

assurance that we will go to heaven when we die, 

rather than confirming we are now a completely 
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new person in Christ because we have been given 

a new life to live with God.  

Many people who claim to be born again still 

struggle with persistent sin. And many who carry 

the name of Christian fall apart when the 

tribulations and trials of life visit with illness or 

disaster, even though they claim to have God as 

their protector.                   1 Pet 5:10  Phil 1:5-6 

It is readily agreed that Christians are to be the 

light of God in a world of darkness, but most 

forget that this light should shine regardless of the 

circumstances that are been experienced.  Many 

believers claim the peace of God, but show little 

evidence of that peace when things don't go their 

way.  

What has happened in our understanding that we 

cannot rest in God? What are the facts of the 

matter of a life in Christ?   

The facts are as simple as ABC: 

A. We were once sinners of disobedience just as 

the rest.     Eph 2:2-3   
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B. Now we are reborn in God's image by the Holy 

Spirit, even while we are still putting to death the 

flesh that remains.         
         Rom 8:13, Eph 5:15-18, Col 3:5-6, 10   

C. One day we will be like Jesus when we see 

Him as He is, if we continue to obey Him in the 

faith.           Col 1:22-23, 1 John 3:2-3 

This is why the Lord Jesus said we must be born 

again of the Spirit if we are to enter the kingdom 

of God, because the flesh life is unable to live in 

the presence of God. Being born again means God 

rebirths His likeness in us which we see in the life 

of Jesus Christ.  

No one can have two natures, we are either reborn 

by God to live with God or we are just flesh and 

separated from God in a world of darkness. A 

house divided will fall. We are either secured in 

Him or we are on our own. 

We are to have God's thoughtfulness 

God’s amazing offer to mankind is that all people 

might have His eternal life lived in His light, 

which means living in His love and peace forever. 
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To achieve His will for us, He offers us a godly 

life according to His image and likeness. To have 

this godly life means being willing to have 

nothing but His life. In order to have His life 

reborn in us, we must die to the old life which 

does not conform to His life.  This death to self 

means we are able to be reborn by the Spirit 

according to the spiritual life of God. 

To gain His life means we need to receive His 

thoughts. We need His thoughts because our 

thinking determines the thoughts we have about 

our life in the presence of God as we live on earth. 

In order to live His life, we need to have the 

capacity to think the way He thinks so we act the 

way He acts. Having His way of thinking instilled 

in us includes having His mind and His will 

according to His purpose for all things. Therefore 

we can know that our thinking determines 

character, and character determines our conduct 

and our conversation. 

In order to be conformed to His way of thinking, 

we must obey all He has commanded us. 

Obedience to His commandments means being 

able to live in His light in order to enjoy the 
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fullness of His love while abiding in His peace. 

Remaining in His life and love means we seek to 

live according to His kingdom life more than any 

other way of thinking or living.  

Since God wants us to have His life according to 

His image and likeness so we can be like Him and 

have His thoughts and conduct while speaking the 

way He would speak; He wants us to treat others 

in the same way He treats us, so that we mirror 

His will for us and others. For it is His will that 

His image and likeness is enjoyed by all people.  

This life He gives according to His way of 

thinking is eternal life lived in the presence of God 

in the likeness of His Son. This new life offered to 

all mankind is according to His highest good, so 

that all may enjoy life in His presence.  It is His 

will that all are being changed into the life of His 

Son by being transformed in their minds according 

to His thinking, so that we all enjoy His love and 

love Him and others as He loves us. 

Being conformed to the image and likeness of 

God is to have a godly life; a life which is 

revealed to us in the life and sacrifice of Jesus 

Christ; for as He is we will be if we seek first the 
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Kingdom of God according to His thoughts, and 

behave as He would. Jesus said: "I am the way, the 

truth and the life; no one can come to the Father 

but through Me.”    John 3:16 

What we believe about Him and ourselves 

determines the way we think, and our thoughts 

determine the way we behave and speak. As we 

think we behave. If we think as He thinks about us 

we will be conformed to His godly image and 

have His character and remain in His love. 

If we are conformed to His image by the power of 

His Spirit we will behave as He wills, and we will 

speak to Him and others as if we are speaking the 

words of God. Therefore to know our real identity 

as disciples of Jesus we need to look to Jesus who 

now lives in us.  

It is written: ‘For in Him all the fullness of Deity 

dwells in bodily form, and in Him you have been 

made complete.’      Col 2:9  

'He is the radiance of God's glory and the exact 

representation of His nature.'     Heb 1:3 

‘I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no 

longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 
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life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 

the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 

up for me.’     Gal 2:20 

'Just as we have borne the image of the man of 

dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of 

heaven.'                       1 Cor 15:49 

‘For you are all sons of God through faith in 

Christ Jesus. 
 
For all of you who were baptized 

into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.’ 
                      Gal 3:26-27 

'Therefore we have been buried with Him through 

baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised 

from the dead through the glory of the Father, so 

we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 

have become united with Him in the likeness of 

His death, certainly we shall also be in the 

likeness of His resurrection,
 
knowing this, that our 

old self was crucified with Him, in order that our 

body of sin might be done away with, so that we 

would no longer be slaves to sin.'       Rom 6:4-6           

'You, however, are not in the flesh but in the 

Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 
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does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, 

although the body is dead because of sin, the 

Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 

you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead 

will also give life to your mortal bodies through 

his Spirit who dwells in you.'          Rom 8:9-11 

'I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies 

of God, to present your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship.
 
Do not be conformed to 

this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 

your mind, that by testing you may discern what is 

the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 

perfect.'              Rom 12:1-2 

‘That, in reference to your former manner of life, 

you lay aside the old self, which is being 

corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 

and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 

and put on the new self, which in the likeness of 

God has been created in righteousness and 

holiness of the truth.’           Eph 4:22-24 

‘Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 

children.’     Eph 5:1 
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‘You were formerly darkness, but now you are 

Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light.’  
      Eph 5:8 

'And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the 

glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 

same image from one degree of glory to another.' 
                         2 Cor 3:18 

'For you have died and your life is hidden with 

Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is 

revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him 

in glory.'     Col 3:3-4 

'Put on the new self who is being renewed to a 

true knowledge according to the image of the One 

who created him.'     Col 3:10 

‘For those whom God foreknew, He also 

predestined to become conformed to the image of 

His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among 

many brethren.’       Rom 8:29 

Since Jesus is the exact representation of God and 

we are made complete in Him, we need to 

understand that those who follow Jesus Christ also 

bear God’s image in Christ.  
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We have a new life 

The Christian is reborn in the likeness of God to 

reflect back to God His divine likeness, which is 

reflecting to God the glory God had given to him.  

Life as God intended for us in the beginning is 

revealed to us by Jesus. When we see Jesus, we 

see God at work. Jesus said: “He who beholds Me, 

beholds Him who sent Me."             John 12:45  

If the Spirit of Christ lives in us, people should see 

Him in us increasingly, since He lives in us for 

this purpose. Therefore as God is love, the 

Christian is to reflect the completeness of that love 

back to God in loving God with all his heart soul 

and mind.  

In reflecting God’s love as God’s image bearer on 

earth, the Christian is to love everyone made in 

the image of God as much as God loves them 

enough to die on a cross.  

We have the Spirit's life 

To know the grace and forgiveness of God is to be 

born again of God’s Spirit with the Spirit of God 

indwelling the believer. This is life as God 

intended for His people in the beginning.  
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The gifting of the Holy Spirit means a totally new 

existence in Christ as a member of His body the 

Church.              2 Cor 12:12-13  

This new life in Christ is the divine union of man 

to God and God to man according to His image 

and likeness. Therefore God does not reside in 

buildings, God lives in the people who love and 

obey His Son.  

The building is not the Church or the Temple of 

God, the people of God are the living Church; the 

people of God are the Temple where God dwells 

by His Spirit. The building is not holy; the people 

of God are a holy people. The building is not 

sacred; the people of God are a sacred people.  

The building doesn't have a relationship with God, 

only God's people fellowship with God because 

they are His family.  

The people of God who gather in Jesus name are 

family by birth and therefore by nature because 

they are descendants of the living God who lives 

in them, who gives them His kind of life in the 

Light of His glory. This is the image of God in the 

Christian.     
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We know Jesus' signs and wonders manifested His 

glory, His work revealed the glory of God. The 

Church is His great work. When it is true to His 

word it manifests His glory to the world. 

We are to have a responsible life 

In order to fulfil our responsibilities as God's 

representatives, He has given us His ability to act 

according to His character.      Gal 5:16.  5:22-23 
Therefore He has given the Christian all the power 

needed to act as His representative on earth by His 

indwelling Spirit to carry out His commandments. 

This indwelling is in order for His people to reveal 

His character according to His divine nature, and 

to witness to His truth and serve Him and His 

purposes on earth. This power of God working in 

the Christian by His Spirit is God’s divine ability 

to do His will. Consequently God intended the 

Christian to walk in the Holy Spirit in order to 

reflect His life on earth. So we are to walk as 

Jesus walked.            1 John 2:6 

We are to have a holy life 

Therefore God has birthed in the Christian the 

ability to be holy as He is holy so the Christian is 
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able to reveal God’s holiness to a world in 

darkness, regardless of the circumstances to be 

faced.  The Christian has been given the ability to 

no longer be a slave to sin. (Rom 6:6) The 

Christian who walks in the Spirit will have victory 

over sin.     Gal 5:16 

Christians are intended to reveal God's 

righteousness and goodness. In making the 

Christian like Himself, God made us in a way that 

requires uncompromising love for Him and all He 

has made.  As God is light the Christian is to 

reflect God’s light as a light bearer of God’s 

image without darkness. The Christian is to be the 

light of God as a gift to the world so all in the 

world can give glory to God.  

God is truth, so the Christian is to glorify God by 

being true to God’s image and likeness in his 

character, word and deed. God is just; so the 

Christian is to display God’s justice to the world, 

always doing what is right. God is merciful and 

the Christian shall reflect His mercy. God is 

compassionate and forgiving and the Christian is 

to be just like God. 
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We are to have an intimate life 

The life lived in the fullness of the image and 

likeness of God means having fellowship with 

God, and this fellowship of the heart and mind is 

eternal life as the Christian has a personal 

relationship with the Father and the Son and all 

those who are reborn in Christ. 

This fellowship brings God’s eternal peace into 

our hearts, if our life is true to God’s image and 

likeness as we walk with Him. This walk with 

God as Father requires absolute obedience.   
             Col 2:10  

Jesus was obedient to God and remained in His 

love. Therefore we can remain in God's love 

through obedience by His powerful life working in 

us.  

We are to have an effective life 

 God’s divine nature is to be actively working in 

the Christian. This new life in Christ means living 

according to God’s word with an obedient and 

humble heart.  
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It means living by the Spirit and producing the 

fruit of the Spirit’s life which is the Spirit's quality 

of life. (Gal 5:16, 22-23) It means living a life of 

love, (Eph 5:2) and walking in the truth, living not 

for self but for Christ.       2 Cor 5:15 

Being made new in God’s image is the Spirit born 

life of God, which means we become more like 

God in Christ, so that God becomes more and 

more visible in all we do and say.  

Because Christ is the perfect image of God, God’s 

children are becoming perfected in Christ. It 

means following Jesus' example and trying to live 

as He lived as we are enabled by the Spirit. This 

means we are putting off the old self and putting 

on the new self by clothing ourselves with Christ.      
           Rom 13:13 Gal 3:27  

What shall we say then?  

Who is the Christian who has been reborn in 

God’s image, are they saint or sinner? Are they to 

live in peace or be disturbed by the darkness of a 

fallen world? 
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Is God confused about what He has done in giving 

us a new life in the kingdom of His Son? If God is 

not confused, should we be confused? 

We can only remain confused as long as we hold 

on to the idea that we are just fleshly sinful people 

who are struggling to live a better life; or that we 

have already arrived with no more to do, and 

ignore what God has said in His word for our 

benefit.  

We were sinners like the rest, but now we are in 

Christ while we deal with the earthly aspects of 

our behaviour, and one day we will see Him and 

know who we really are.  Fortunately God tells us 

today that if we believe in Jesus enough to obey 

Him in all things we will continue in His word and 

His truth will set us free.  

God has told us He has rescued us in the past from 

sin and darkness and delivered us into the light of 

the kingdom of His Son. He has re-birthed us in 

the past according to His image and likeness.  

He has placed His Spirit in us in the past so that 

we are now a temple of the living God.             
     1 Cor 6:19 
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He has promised us that if we walk according to 

our new life under the governance of His Spirit, 

we will not carry out the deeds of sinful flesh.  
          Rom 6:14 Gal 5:16 
The Lord God has promised in the past that if we 

are faithful servants while we live on earth in our 

walk with Him, we will rule with Him when He 

comes again.                           2 Tim 2:12 

He has also promised that in the future if we use 

the God given ability we have received for His 

service, we will receive a crown of righteousness 

when He comes again.   1 Pet 5:4 2 Tim 4:8 

He has promised us peace. 'Peace I leave with 

you; My peace I give to you; not as the world 

gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be 

troubled, nor let it be fearful.'           John 14:27 

Do we believe what God has told us? 

Friends, we are what we believe. What we believe 

determines our behaviour, and our behaviour 

reveals what we really believe. Our actions show 

what we do believe, regardless of what we say.  
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There will be in all of us some habitual fleshly 

thinking that we must deal with; so we are 

commanded to be renewed by the transformation 

of our mind. (Rom 12:2 Eph 4:23) We must take 

charge of our thinking, for the mind that is set on 

the flesh is death, it has a lack of life and light. 
(Rom 8:6) But the mind set on the Spirit is life and 

peace. The fleshly way of thinking that remains is 

our responsibility to deal with as we agree with 

God and obey all that Jesus has taught us. 

What does our behaviour show we believe?  

Does our behaviour show we believe God has 

given us everything pertaining to life and 

godliness?         2 Pet 1:3-4 

Does our behaviour show we agree with God and 

know we are now His holy children who 

obediently live by the power of His Spirit who 

lives in us? Do we believe we are God's Children 

who are being transformed into the image of His 

Son by the renewing our minds by the working of 

the Holy Spirit's divine power?            
           Rom 8:29 Rom 12:1-2 



19 

 

Or do we believe that we are still earthly, prone to 

sin, and unable to walk with God each and every 

day even when God has told us we shall no longer 

be slaves to sin. 

We all need to keep our mind and our focus on 

what God has done, and we all need to pray the 

prayer of Paul for the people of His day who were 

a little confused about their identity in Christ. 

'I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 

enlightened, so that you will know what is the 

hope of His calling, what are the riches of the 

glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is 

the surpassing greatness of His power toward us 

who believe. These are in accordance with the 

working of the strength of His might
 
which He 

brought about in Christ.'        Eph 1:18-20 
Friends we must believe God and abide in Jesus 

Christ, for without Him we are nothing. 

'Put on the new self who is being renewed to a 

true knowledge according to the image of the One 

who created him.'     Col 3:10 

'Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us 

cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and 
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spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.'  
     2 Cor 7:1 

The Lord promises we will rule with Him 

"To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the 

tree of life which is in the Paradise of God."   
      Rev 2:7 

"He who overcomes will not be hurt by the second 

death."     Rev 2:11 

"To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of 

the hidden manna, and I will give him a white 

stone, and a new name written on the stone which 

no one knows but he who receives it." Rev 2:17 

"TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; AND 

HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE 

VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I 

also have received authority from My Father;
 
and 

I will give him the morning star.
"'      Rev 2:26-28 

"He who overcomes will thus be clothed in white 

garments; and I will not erase his name from the 

book of life, and I will confess his name before My 

Father and before His angels."  Rev 3:5 
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"He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in 

the temple of My God, and he will not go out from 

it anymore; and I will write on him the name of 

My God, and the name of the city of My God, the 

new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven 

from My God, and My new name." Rev 3:12 

"He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit 

down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame 

and sat down with My Father on His throne.
 
He 

who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says 

to the churches.”   Rev 3:21 

'Work hard to show the results of your salvation, 

obeying God with deep reverence and fear.
 
For 

God is working in you, giving you the desire and 

the power to do what pleases him.'    
                 Phil 2:12-13 NLT 

If you haven't denied yourself and taken up your 

cross to receive the Life of Jesus Christ, you have 

a different destiny from His. The true Christian 

destiny is about a cross and a crown. Be true to 

your new life in Christ and abide in Him otherwise 

you will have a different destiny.  

Abide in Him. 
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